Since Marco Polo reported back from his travels, the East became a dream in men’s
mind: Constantinople, Bokhara, Samarkand, Xanadu were no longer mythical names,
they turned into imaginary places where the courageous could ideate to travel to.

Terry Wilson’s travels began at the age of 14 when his parents emigrated as ten pound
poms to Australia in 1962 & back to England in 1965: On board of the Arcadia, passing
through Port Said, Suez, Aden, Colombo, Adelaide, Auckland, Honolulu, San Francisco,
Los Angeles, Acapulco, Panama, Bermudas, Bahamas. Every port a ‘dream in Terry’s
mind’. This trip around the world left indelible impressions in Terry’s memory &
innumerable photographs in the Wilson family album.

By cutting through these photographs Terry transforms his memory into materia
confusa, people, ports & places are separated, dislocated, reshuffled, reanimated &
shaped into new forms. Terry’s collages can serve as a guide book to distant worlds in
past, present & future. Basic information is provided, but the travelling has to be
undertaken by the viewer himself in order to bring these worlds to life. No mere observer
any longer, the viewer turns into what he sees & begins his journey.

Terry Wilson in his writing as in his visual art makes extensive use of the Cut-up
technique, ancient method reactivated by Brion Gysin in the Beat Hotel in Paris in the
late 1950’s. TW: “Cut-ups are intended to produce tandra, a yogic term for so-called
“dreaming awake”, or a state intermediate. Cut-ups date back at least to such perilous
practices as the traditional Tibetan Chod rite of imaginal shamanic dismemberment and
can on occasion be downright dangerous both to the practitioner and to anyone else
within firing range.”

Terry Wilson, born in 1947, is the author of Dreams of Green Base, ‘D’Train, Perilous
Passage, Days Lane & together with Brion Gysin he co-authored Planet 101: Here to Go
and collaborated on Gysin’s as yet unpublished magnum opus Beat Museum - Bardo
Hotel. He has since produced countless Cut-up collages which have been exhibited
alongside works by Brion Gysin and William Burroughs. Terry Wilson lives in London.



